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ABSTRACT 

The Battles of El Alamein in 1942 represent a critical juncture in the Second World War, particularly in the North African 

theater. These engagements, comprising the First and Second Battles of El Alamein, played a central role in shaping the 

trajectory of the war by halting the Axis advance thus securing a decisive Allied victory and ending the Axis threat to the 

Suez Canal and the broader Middle East.  

The campaign, led by commanders like Erwin Rommel and Bernard Montgomery, reflected contrasting tactics, 

logistical challenges, and the transformation from defense to offense, which ultimately decided the fate of the Western 

Desert campaign. 

The two battles demonstrated distinct tactical and strategic approaches: the First Battle was, from the Allied 

perspective, defensive, halting Axis momentum; while the Second Battle was an Allied offensive that decisively shifted the 

balance in favor of the Allies. Understanding these battles involves exploring the strategic interests, military preparations, 

battle tactics, and outcomes that ultimately altered the course of the North African campaign during World War II. 

This analysis covers both the First and Second Battles of El Alamein, examining their historical contexts, 

strategies, forces involved, outcomes, and their broader significance, including their enduring legacy in military history. 
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